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DIRECTOR'S
NOTE:

Welcome to this production of

The Tempest at Union House. It has
been a wonderful, slightly nostalgic
project for me having graduated

21 years ago from this very place after
having some formative experiences

of my own in Melbourne University
student theatre. What remains the
same is the passionate immersion into
the craft, the strong camaraderie and
the depth of the relationships formed
by the staff and students. It has been
my distinct pleasure to work with Tom
Gutteridge and an added bonus to get
to direct him! Thanks for the faith and
commitment Tom. To all the UHT staff:
Erin, Gus, Drew and Clynton, the design
team of Chris, Gabrielle, Ariana and
Georgia and to the irrepressible SM
Christa Jonathan, my heartfelt thanks.
Ashlee Clapp, you are so talented and
generous and it has been my pleasure
to work with you and your team.

Andy Hamblin, thanks for all of your
creativity and talent. My thanks also to
my friends and colleagues Kat Chan,
Lisa Mibus and Esther-Marie Hayes for
mentoring duties. To the actors, thank
you for your energy and ideas, your
original and inspiring offers and mostly
for listening to all my stories about the
late 80's early 90’s, i.e., the days before
you were born! Finally, great thanks
and much respect to my colleagues
and AD's Pete Blackburn and Sandra
Polak wheose work and support made
everything easier and kept the ball
rolling! Enjoy the play and the work of
these wonderful young artists.

Matt Scholten

Director

CAST

Tom Gutteridge
Prospero

Alexander Thom
Antonio

Amelia Burke
Miranda

Cara Greenham
Adrian
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Francisco
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MUSICIANS

Liam Bellman-Sharpe
Guitar
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French Horn, maschine
and percussion

Meera Fernandes
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Jai Leeworthy
Keyboard and trombone

PRODUCTION
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Director

Musical Director
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Production Manager
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Stage Manager
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Peter Blackburn
Assistant Director

Peter is a passionate theatre-goer and
lover of cinema. A graduate of UNSW
in Literature and Film Studies, Peter
taught secondary education in Sydney
and the UK for 5 years before settling
in Melbourne. Over the past 3 years,
Peter taught script analysis and served
as dramaturge for the esteemed

16th Street Actors Studio, while also
coordinating the artistic programs for
the studio. Peter conducted regular
seminars on film analysis in his time
there. His first short film, Stockholm, is
currently in post-production. Following
a well-received play reading of Geoffrey
Naufft's Next Fall for the Midsumma
Festival in January this year, which

he directed, Peter made his official
directing debut in the theatre with

Neil LaBute's The Shape of Things for
RoundSquare Productions in March
and followed up with Blackwater
Productions staging of Australian
classic The Boys in June.

Sandra Polak
Assistant Director

Growing up in Amsterdam, Sandra
studied dance and worked as a dancer
during high school. After graduation
she moved to NYC and studied at The
Stella Adler Conservatory, where she
was taught by the likes of Mark Rylance
and Ron Burrows. She continued

to focus on Shakespeare and spent
time in England studying at The Royal
Academy of Dramatic Arts in London
and the British Academy of Dramatic
Arts in Oxford and was lucky enough
to attend workshops by Fiona Shaw
and John Barton. At the moment

she is studying at Melbourne as an
exchange student from The University
of Amsterdam with a focus on creative
writing. She is thankful to have been
invited to assist on the show and
wishes everyone a good run!

Meera Fernandes
Assistant Musical Director
and Composer

Meera is currently studying a Bachelor
of Music at Melbourne University
majoring in trumpet performance.

Her involvement in the community
ranges from working with various
community groups like Abbotsford
Convent and Kindred Studios to bring
about music events through her own
small business, The Music Generation.
She is always currently working as

a music strategy advisor at the City

of Melbourne. Meera has thoroughly
enjoying working with the cast and
crew of The Tempest and especially
being mentored by MD Ashlee Clapp
and collaborating with other talented
musicians.

Jess Keeffe
Composer

Jess Keeffe is a cellist, composer

and theatremaker working around
Melbourne. Current projects include
composing a musical to be performed
in Scotland some time next year,
adapting her play Wendy House for an
Adelaide Fringe season, and other as-
yet-unannounced collaborations.

Jai Leeworthy
Composer

Jaiis a first year Arts student venturing
into music composition for film and
theatre. An eclectic figure, he doesn't
so much ‘write” music as scream it into
his voice recorder while wandering in
State Parks. He acted last semester in
UHT's Third Person, and plays piano,
trombone, piano accordion and various
other instruments.

Christa Jonathan
Stage Manager

Christa practically lives in Union House
and wears blacks way too often. She

is currently writing a graphic novel

in order to complete her Master in
Creative Writing, Publishing and
Editing degree and isn't ashamed to
admit that she has made a working
production schedule for her thesis.
Christa has extensive experience in
working with various companies and
festivals - the latest being Four Letter
Word Theatre’s The Wild Party, UMSU
Creative Arts Department’s MUDFest
and FLW's Blasted. She was awarded
an MTC Subscription Award for her
work in student theatre in 2012. Christa
has loved working with the enthusiastic
cast and crew of The Tempest, and

she would like to thank UHT for this
incredible opportunity.

Matilda Houlihan
Assistant Stage Manager

Matilda is a first-year student at the
University, and having worked as Stage
Manager for musicals in high school,
has thrown herself into the production
world of student theatre. Her
productions include: Props Manager
for Anything Goes [The University High
School), Assistant Stage Manager for
The Boyfriend (The University High
School], Stage Manager for Hot Mikado
(The University High School), Assistant
Stage Manager for Are You Being
Served? (Essendon Theatre Company),
Assistant Stage Manager for Hotel
[...Until Monstrous), Director/Sound
Designer for Non Tutti i Ladri Vengono
per Nuocere (ltalian 5}, Stage Manager
for The Kangaroo Killer (The Bow
Brothers, Fringe Festival 2013) and was
part of a collaborative project involving
writing, directing, acting and producing
for Brakes [MUDFest 2013).



Brinques, Goldie Pergl, Dee Jarrett-Jenkins, Geofchf,regorf
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events giving students a taste of professional practlce We
been nurturing student playwrights, directors, performers and
technicians smce 19691 ~
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