






Director ’s notes
I have always found writing director’s notes to be one of the hardest parts 
of the job. One feels and hopes that one has said all one has to say on stage 
already - George feels something similar when he’s confused about why 
someone cannot understand him. ‘Why do you insist, I must give you words, 
when you know I cannot give you words?’ When one has spent months (or in 
George’s case, years) pouring your sweat and soul into something you have to 
hope it can stand on its own two feet and connect to it’s audience in its own 
right.

This is a show about connection, and about the difficulty of art. It’s a paean to 
the creative process. It shows the audience the artist’s great hope to connect 
and move others. Seurat was driven by a manifesto that was about immor-
talising the everyday – for him beauty existed in the temporal, and he was 
obsessed with trying to catch it. He was obsessed with connecting with the 
present. As a result, he was oft misunderstood, and the few contemporary 
accounts we have of him paint him as a cold man. But the whole point of 
being an artist is about connecting. After all, a vision’s just a vision if it’s only 
in your head.

So the show throws down a gauntlet for the audience – it invites you to con-
nect, and live with empathy, and consider your legacy. It has much to offer 
anyone embroiled in passion – one does not have to be an artist to relate to 
the characters. Though it would be a stretch to call it a political show it does 
have a pertinent meaning for the denizens of the 21st century – to think on 
what we leave behind, and what is the best way for us to leave our mark on 
the world.

Enjoy.

– Rob Johnson, Director



President ’s notes
Earlier this year, when selecting the season that UMMTA was to perform in 
2017, I have distinct memories of discussing Sunday in the Park with George 
with members of the committee. We all held it on a pedestal, well aware of 
its immensely high technical and musical standards, and fantasised about 
the possibility of producing it as one of our shows this year. The thought was 
intimidating to say the least, as can be said for any Sondheim show, however 
nothing brings me more pride now than to present to you this performance 
of Sunday in the Park with George.

As soon as the casting process was over, any small doubt that I had of our 
production team’s ability to pull off this show melted away, as I truly believe 
this cast of students to be one of the most talented groups UMMTA has been 
able to assemble yet.

On behalf of the 2017 UMMTA committee, I would like to extend our grati-
tude to the whole cast and production team, as well as the many volunteers 
and sponsors who have made this show possible. To our audience, I thank 
you for your never-ending support, and I hope you enjoy the show!

– Nat Montalto, President of UMMTA
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Lachie Bagnara – Musical Director

Bradley Dylan – Production Manager

Robert has a Bachelor of Performing Arts from Monash University and 
is currently completing his Masters of Directing for Performance at 
the Victorian College of the Arts. He runs independent company Burn-
ing House for which he has directed The Tragedy of Coriolanus, Sum-
merfolk and Ajax. His other directing credits include When Nietzsche 
Wept, The Woman in Black, Closer, Ten Plagues and The Doll Hospital. 
His opera credits as a director include Die Dreigroshenoper and Win-
terreise. As an assistant director and intern Robert has worked with 
MTC, Belvoir St Theatre, Bell Shakespeare, Opera Australia, Watch 
This, Lyric Opera Melbourne and MKA: Theatre of New Writing. He is 
currently in pre-production for his upcoming Shakespearean epic The 
Breath of Kings.

Robert Johnson – Director

This is Lachie’s third foray into the UMMTA sphere after playing 
French horn in their production of Thoroughly Modern Millie and fill-
ing the role of Assistant Music Director, as well as playing piano, for 
last year’s Urinetown. Lachie has also kept up his onstage work at Wil-
liamstown Music Theatre Company performing as a cast member in 
their sensational productions of The Addams Family in 2015 and City of 
Angels late last year. His first time as Music Director, Lachie could not 
be prouder of the cast you see in front of you. Sunday in the Park with 
George has been equally an educational experience and a sheer delight.

Bradley has been involved with UMMTA since 2010, having directed 
The Wedding Singer, Curtains (2011) and Urinetown (2016), the last 
two shows winning Outstanding Production at the UHT Awards. He 
costume designed for Assassins (2011), Tommy and Lucky Stiff (2012), 
while also Producing the latter. His love affair with UMMTA extends 
to the stage, performing as Gordo in A New Brain (2010) which earned 
him a nomination for Best Actor with the Guild awards. He’s a man-
agement and sociology student, a supervisor at work, and has wel-
comed this role.



James was excited at the prospect of working with UMMTA again after 
being Assistant Musical Director on the 2016 production of The Hat-
pin. Having previously been Musical Director for QCMAD’s award win-
ning production of Monty Python’s Spamalot (2015) and ICAC’s pro-
duction of Stephen Sondheim’s Company (2016), he has loved working 
with Lachie and Sam to help bring his favourite musical to life!

James is a performer and director with a BA in English and Theatre 
Studies and a Diploma in Music Performance. As an actor his cred-
its include A Streetcar Named Desire and The Mutineer for Four Letter 
Word, Antony and Cleopatra for MUSC and ___day Night’s Dream for 
the Melbourne Fringe festival in 2016. He has directed Henry IV.i  for 
MUSC, and The Inevitable Death of Cassie Summers for FLW, which he 
also wrote. Outside of theatre, James composes and performs with his 
band Diana’s Foresters. Sunday marks the end of a lengthy sabbatical 
from musical theatre for James, and he has enjoyed it immensely.

My interest in directing stemmed from a struggle between a strong 
aversion to acting roles and great love for theatre.  Following the ab-
solute thrill of directing Rent for my college at the end of last year, 
coming across the Facebook event advertising this musical’s produc-
tion team call-out turned out to be a very lucky find. Working with 
such a huge pool of talent has been an absolute honour. I cannot thank 
the UMMTA committee, Rob, cast and crew enough - this immensely 
difficult musical has seemed comparatively easy-going when working 
and learning with you all!

Tabitha is so excited to be working on this production. Previously, she 
has been in the cast of Spamalot, “The Scottish Play” and Rent at school, 
and Thoroughly Modern Millie, Athens Reborn, Urinetown and The Hatpin 
at university. She has also been on the committee for UMMTA for the 
past 2 years and is totally loving it. Tabitha is doing a BA at Melbourne 
Uni and hopes to be a psychologist in the future… A psychologist with 
a musical theatre problem of course. This is Tabitha’s first time on the 
production team of a full scale show. She’s had the best time working 
on it and hopes you enjoy the show!

James Mountain – Assistant Musical Director

Kate Douglas – Ensemble Director

James Christensen – Assistant Director

Tabitha Lee – Assistant Director



Melissa is currently studying Law and Global Studies at the Austra-
lian Catholic University. She has always been passionate about musi-
cal theatre, developing a keen interest in backstage assistance while 
at high school. Her previous shows include Guys & Dolls, The Book of 
Everything, Roger and Hammerstein’s Cinderella, The Love Of Three Or-
anges and Alice In Wonderland. Melissa is very excited to be working 
with UMMTA to bring this inspired Sondheim production to life in her 
first University show.

Maggie has always had a keen interest in music and theatre, have been 
trained as a classical pianist from a young age. In high school she act-
ed as the assistant stage manager and tech assistant for many shows 
(Beauty and the Beast, Peter Pan, Mulan, Much Ado About Nothing, etc). 
She also played in the pit for Guys and Dolls and Hairspray (2016, First 
Keys), was part of the on stage ensemble for West Side Story and The 
Wiz and played the Matron in Hairspray (2014). Having assistant stage 
managed Company last year with ICAC she is very excited to be another 
Sondheim show this year with UMMTA!

Claire has been involved with theatre both on and off stage for the 
past ten years. Her onstage credits include ensemble in All Shook Up, 
Hairspray and West Side Story, as well as the role of Tweedledee in Al-
ice in Wonderland. She has since moved to production, and Sunday in 
the Park With George marks Claire’s fourth production with UMMTA. 
Previous credits include Assistant Stage Manager (Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, 2015), Publicity Manager (A Funny Thing Happened On the Way 
to the Forum, 2015), Publicity Assistant (Urinetown, 2016) and in the 
UMMTA Committee as Publicity and Sponsorship Officer in 2016.

Entering into the realm of UMMTA for the first time, Sam has been 
one of two Assistant Musical Directors for the show, as well as the 
rehearsal pianist and the orchestral pianist. He brings experience from 
ICAC’s 2016 production of Company, fulfilling a similar role, and has 
also starred in several previous musicals such as All Shook Up and Crazy 
For You. He has thoroughly enjoyed the demanding process and hopes 
you can hear him from the back!

Melissa Medici – Assistant Stage Manager

Maggie Patston – Stage Manager

Claire White – Assistant Production Manager

Sam Williams – Assistant MD / Répétiteur



Heralding from Hobart, Ben started Stage Managing on Elizabeth 
College’s 2011 musical, Dusty: The Original Pop Diva. He enjoyed the 
experience so much that he Stage Managed the 2012 musical, Chicago. 
His SM credits also include: Anything Goes; I Love You, You’re Perfect. 
Now Change!; Guys and Dolls; The Hatpin; and Into the Woods. Ben has 
also done professional ASM work for Big Monkey Theatre  and the Tas-
manian Theatre Company (TTC); His TTC credits include Who’s Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf? and Antarctica: A New Musical. Ben Is excited to hone 
his skills at the Victorian College of the Arts.

Connor is an experienced sound designer and engineer, having worked 
with musicians, circus performers, actors, directors and foley artists 
live, in the studio, and in the theatre. Past theatre productions Con-
nor has worked on have included UHT’s Macbeth + macdeath: a coda, 
(dir. Petra Kalive, Nominated Best Sound Design / Composition, UHT 
Awards 2016), and the sold-out season of Attempts as part of the 2016 
VCA Masters of Directing Season (dir. Rei Poh). Connor also worked 
on a number of shows with MUSC in 2016, and has ongoing involve-
ment with Four Letter Word Theatre.

Back on the UMMTA playing field once again, Blake is over the moon 
to have been able to join this production at such short notice. Blake is 
a graduate of NIDA and an almost graduate of VCA. His credits fall in 
several categories ranging from dance spectaculars, My Kitchen Rules, 
UMMTA’s Aida and even lighting the drag shows at the no-more GH 
Hotel.  Sunday holds a special place in his heart, and he hopes you en-
joy the show.

Self-proclaimed designer, fuelled by coffee, looking at dog memes on 
Facebook in his spare time and most likely to be Lucy Liu stunt double.

Connor Ross – Sound Engineer & Designer

Blake Condon – Lighting Designer

Tuan Pham – Costume Designer

Ben Cronin – Assistant Stage Manager



Benjamin Lea – Publicity Manager
Ben has filled many and various roles in amateur theatre over the 
years, with a focus in stage management. Moving from Tasmania three 
years ago, Ben discovered UMMTA as a place to continue honing his 
skills, and to join a new family. Previous roles include stage manag-
ing UMMTA’s Thoroughly Modern Millie in 2015, and performing in the 
ensemble of Urinetown last year. In 2017 Ben has joined the UMMTA 
committee in order to give back to a group that’s provided so many 
great opportunities to him already.

Morgan is a 2nd year Live Production student at RMIT and have been 
working in tech in amateur community theatre for 3 years now.

Emily is a live production student at RMIT in her second year. She is 
pursuing a career in theatre sound and lighting, and has a particular 
proclivity for musicals and historical productions. Her previous work 
includes independent and amateur theatre, as well as live music gigs.

Morgan Beck – Assistant Sound Engineer

Emily Oatley – Assistant Sound Engineer





As a champion of expressing oneself through art, song or obscure 
metaphor (rather than just saying things plainly), Asher has always 
been an avid fan of musical theatre. Having previously been in the 
ensembles of such UMMTA productions as Aida, Thoroughly Modern 
Millie and The Hatpin, Asher is very excited to be taking on a bigger 
role – and one that involves sitting down and being wheeled around 
the stage no less. Asher is currently doing Honours in Creative Writing 
at Melbourne University (in the hopes that she might one day get the 
bizarre ideas out of her head and onto a blank word document). 

Asher Harrington – “Marie”

Olivia has always been passionate about music and theatre. As a child, 
she was lucky enough to work professionally on the West End in Lon-
don, and has gained vocational scholarships to two of the U.K’s lead-
ing arts schools, Sylvia Young’s Theatre School and Arts Educational 
School in Tring. Her previous musical theatre experience includes The 
Sound of Music, Billy Elliot, The Addam’s Family and Spring Awakening. 
Olivia is studying in Melbourne on an exchange year, and is so excited 
to be working with UMMTA on Sondheim’s beautiful production of 
Sunday in the Park with George.

Olivia Gould – “Dot”

Daniel is currently studying graduate philosophy at Melbourne Uni-
versity. Before this he completed an undergraduate degree in music 
and a postgraduate diploma in performance creation at the VCA. He 
has played roles in shows such as Sweet Charity, Camelot, Les Miser-
ables, Jesus Christ Superstar, Hello Dolly, A View from the Bridge, The 
Tempest, Othello and Twelfth Night. He has directed and written other 
cabaret and musical projects. He is thrilled to be a part of a wonderful 
cast and crew in Sunday in the Park with George.

Dan Czech – “George” (1984)

Ryan is completing a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Melbourne, 
alongside a Diploma in Music at the MCM. In 2016, Ryan directed 
ICAC’s Company, and was stage manager and lighting designer for 
Newman Theatre Group’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Theatre credits 
include La descente d’Orphée aux enfers, Chess, Little Women, The Im-
portance of Being Earnest, Miss Saigon, All Shook Up, Parade, and Jesus 
Christ Superstar. Ryan is currently directing Newman Theatre Group’s 
production of Godspell, coming to the Guild Theatre later this year. 
Ryan dedicates his performance to his grandmother, Joan Craven. For 
her – “All things are beautiful”.

Ryan Bentley – “George” (1884)



Bridie, currently starring as Yvonne, believes Yvonne isn’t a role. 
Yvonne is a lifestyle. Bridie studies a Bachelor of Arts, double majoring 
in Ancient Worlds Studies and English and Theatre Studies, alongside 
a Diploma of Classical Voice. She has had the opportunity to star in 
UMMTA’s Hatpin (2016), and work as the Assistant Director of Urine-
town (2016). Previous productions include The Addams Family: Trapeze 
Artist (WMTC 2015), Twelfth Night: Dance Captain/1st Officer (MUSC 
2016), and The Taming of the Shrew: Bianca (MUSC 2015). Bridie hopes 
you enjoy the show as much as she enjoys being in it!

Bridie Pamment – “Yvonne / Denise”

Rory is currently in his first year of studying a Bachelor of Music at 
the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music, specialising in Vocal Per-
formance, and is beyond ecstatic to be joining UMMTA for the first 
time. Rory has had a love for music theatre for quite some time, having 
played various roles such as Edna in Hairspray and Emmett in Legally 
Blonde. Rory would like to thank the whole production team and ev-
eryone else involved for not only putting on a great show, but for the 
opportunity to be part of something so amazing.

Rory Preece – “Jules”

Sunday in the Park with George is Mel O’Brien’s third show with UM-
MTA. After performing first in Urinetown (Old Ma/Pa Strong & Hope 
U/S) and then in The Hatpin (Marianne) during her first year of uni-
versity, she is beyond stoked to now have the privilege of perform-
ing in one of her favourite musicals of all time. Mel is currently com-
pleting her second year of studies as a Classical Voice student at the 
Melbourne Conservatorium of Music and couldn’t be more excited to 
bring this stunning piece to life in the Union, with such an incredible 
group of talented people.

Mel O’Brien – “Nurse / Harriet Pawling”

Raf is thrilled to be part of UMMTA’s Sunday in the Park with George. 
This is Raf’s seventh UMMTA show. She has performed in the ensem-
ble of The Wedding Singer, Curtains, How To Succeed in Business With-
out Really Trying, as Miss Dorothy Brown in Thoroughly Modern Millie, 
Soupy Sue in Urinetown and Rebecca Rigby in The Hatpin. She has also 
performed in Nine with Four Letter Word Theatre. Raf has trained in 
classical singing, ballet and Speech and Drama. She is a primary school 
teacher and is also studying a Postgraduate Certificate in Educational 
Research at the University of Melbourne.

Rafaela Cleeve Gerkens – “Old Lady / Elaine”



This is Tom’s first UMMTA show. Regularly involved with OCPAC, Tom 
has been a member of the ensemble of both The Addams Family and 
Catch Me If You Can since graduating high school. Tom spent his time 
at Carey Grammar School heavily involved in music and the perform-
ing arts, with the role of Ryan in High School Musical in 2013 his most 
significant. Tom has based his portrayal of the gentle and flamboyant 
“Boatman” upon his experience as Ryan in High School Musical and 
hopes this is noticed by the audience in his performance.

Tom Phyland – “Boatman”

Claire began performing at 5 years old with the Australian School of 
Performing Arts, training in singing, dance and drama. Performance 
highlights include the the Australian Open, Hugh Jackman’s Broadway 
to Oz tour at Rod Laver Arena and singing as a soloist in 2015 Carols 
By Candlelight. Claire has trained at the Victorian College of the Arts, 
in Musical Theatre, dancing and singing full time to pursue a career in 
musical theatre.

Claire Warrillow – “Celeste #2”

Selena has been performing from a young age. She has been in a num-
ber of musicals and operas, Billy Elliot, Magic Pudding and La Descente 
d’ Orphee aux Enfers. She started with UMMTA in 2016 with the mu-
sical The Hatpin. She is very excited to again be performing with UM-
MTA in this amazing musical. She studied at Victorian College of the 
Arts Secondary School which she was awarded the Robert Salzer Vocal 
award in 2015. She is now currently in her second year of uni studying 
a Bachelor of Music, Classical Voice.

Selena Nicastri – “Celeste #1”

Jacob is a first year science student studying at the University of 
Melbourne, coming all the way from Christchurch, New Zealand. He 
has passions for both music, theatre and musical theatre, and some 
of his past experiences include being in the New Zealand Secondary 
Student’s Choir, the Court Theatre Youth Company, and being the 
Pharaoh in his high school production of Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolour Dreamcoat. Jacob is happy to be making his Melbourne debut 
with UMMTA, and hopes you enjoy watching this show as much as he 
enjoys being in it!

Jacob Kuek – “Soldier”



After a year off Music Theatre, Jess is extremely excited to be back and 
playing the role of “Frieda”. Jess has previously performed as Tuptim 
in The King and I, The White Witch in Narnia, Ginger in Zombie Prom, 
Lorraine in All Shook Up, and Richard Hannay in The 39 Steps. She is 
currently studying Classical Voice at the Melbourne Conservatorium 
of Music and loving every moment. Jess is extremely honoured to be 
apart of UMMTA’s Sunday in the Park with George and hopes you all 
enjoy the show!

Jess Nelson – “Freida”

Engineering student, plays tennis, likes Federer, likes to sing, plays 
guitar, dreams of being cast as an Asian Javert.

Shao YuJin – “Franz”

Jacob Lingard has had a strong interest in the arts from a very young 
age. Studying at Wesley College, he took part in many co-curicular mu-
sic programs such as operas with companies such as Opera Australia, 
Victorian Opera and Melbourne Opera and has had roles in the Adam-
son Theatre Company productions of West Side Story and Les Misera-
bles.  He was also until recently a member of the Australian Boys Choir. 
He is currently in his first year of a bachelor of music at the Melbourne 
Conservatorium.

Jacob Lingard – “Mr. / Alex”

Eloise is a second year Bachelor of Arts student at the University of 
Melbourne. Despite not knowing what she’s actually going to major 
in, nor where an Arts degree will actually take her in life, Eloise does 
have an undoubtable passion for the performing arts. Eloise’s love for 
music theatre started in high school and since then she has performed 
in UMMTA’s Urinetown and The Hatpin last year. Eloise is wonderfully 
excited to be able to perform once again with the fabulous UMMTA 
community, and to finally have the chance to perform one of Sond-
heim’s most beautiful works.

Eloise Bagnara – “Mrs. / Betty”



Bella is a first year Arts student at the University of Melbourne, ma-
joring in Creative Writing. She is the daughter of two musicians and 
has been singing since birth and acting since 4. She has appeared pro-
fessionally as a vocalist in productions such as The Bacchae a 2015 Mel-
bourne Festival play and she is excited to perform in her first UMMTA 
production!

Bella Noonan – “Naomi Eisen”

I’m originally from the Gold Coast, and I moved down here to study a 
Bachelor of Arts at the University of Melbourne. I’m currently doing 
a Major in History, and a Minor in Criminology and I hope to one day 
become a teacher. Before I moved down, I sang in a barbershop cho-
rus for about two years. My past musical theatre experience is a little 
limited since my school was unable to throw together big productions; 
however, I have always had a passion for musical theatre and singing.

Harry Gore – “Bob Greenberg”

Bradley Marshall – “Louis / Billy Webster”
Bradley Marshall is a singer, actor and musician. He debuted into am-
ateur theatre in July 2016 where he played the lead role “Joseph” in 
Aspect Theatre’s Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. His 
portrayal of Joseph earned him a Guild nomination for best first per-
formance in a featured role. Bradley began playing piano at age 7 and 
singing at age 12. He has loved music and performing ever since. This 
is Bradley’s third amateur production and first with UMMTA. Bradley 
looks forward to performing as Louis/Billy Webster alongside a large 
talented cast.

Having spent many of her formative years growing up in South-East 
Asia, Chloe’s exposure to diverse cultures fuelled her passion for the 
performing arts. Commencing her musical tuition at the age of 8 in 
both classical singing and piano, Chloe has since performed several 
principal roles in productions such as The Wizard of Oz, Les Miserables 
and Shakespeare Abridged. Now in her first year of study for a Bachelor 
of Agriculture at the University of Melbourne, Chloe continues to em-
brace the opportunities of performance offered by UMMTA, as well as 
honing her craft in both technique and performance.

Chloe Findlay – “Louise”



Michaelia Liu – “Blair Daniels”
Michaelia is a first year student currently studying a Bachelor of Sci-
ence. Despite being a classically trained musician, she only discovered 
the world of musical theatre a few years ago when she tried out for a 
part in a secondary school production of Honk! Junior. Since then she 
has participated in one other amateur musical (Bye Bye Birdie) and is 
now extremely excited to add UMMTA’s Sunday in the Park with George 
to her list of credits.

Matt comes from a musical family and has been surrounded by mu-
sicals all his life. Starting off in primary school in a production of an 
original play he can’t actually remember anything about (except for 
coming on stage late), Matt has performed in many musical perfor-
mances in school and, more recently, with Altona City Theatre. Matt 
is currently in his first year of a Bachelor of Science, and is excited 
to kick start his tertiary education, as well as the performances that 
come with it.

Matt Provan-Koch – “Lee Randolph”

Will is a Second Year Physics student at the University of Melbourne 
who loves having the chance to perform. Previously, he has been in a 
number of shows including A Chorus Line as Richie, Urinetown as Tiny 
Tom (with UMMTA in fact) and Anything Goes in the Sailor Quartet. 
He is so incredibly excited to have the opportunity to do such a gor-
geous Sondheim show and hopes you enjoy the experience.

Will McDonald – “Charles Redmond”
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